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Crisis? What crisis?
Andrea Saltelli (University of Bergen)
Abstract:
This presentation will argue that science’s crisis is real. The mainstream interpretation
of the root causes of the crisis (perverse incentive, too many papers) is insufficient. The
crisis is due to a transformed role: from emancipation and betterment of mankind to
instrument of profit and growth. The presentation argues that scientists cannot resolve
the problem alone and have high stakes in the preservation of the status quo, and that
institutions are in denial pretending that current predicaments of science do not weaken
its privileged role in governance. Finally it is suggested that this crisis will be a long
one, though elements of a possible Reformation are visible.
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